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Abundance? 

 
Whew, what a spring. 

Our earliest baby was a great horned owl.  The nest tree in the yard had been dead and overgrown with ivy for years 

and was cut down.  The workmen found the little guy and set him aside.  The property owner, being a veterinarian, 

sought help and the bird came to us through several changes of hands.  It had been about four days between the tree 

being cut and our getting the bird, so we hurried to call the lady and ask if she would be willing to help with a re-nest 

attempt.  The answer was yes, so we drove to Maryville with a large basket and a small owl.  Our good friend Mike 

Acuff was willing to meet us there and climb up in a tree to place the basket and the owl.  We stayed until dark playing 

the taped calls of a baby great horned owl begging for food but did not see the owl parents at all. The property owners 

were given the tape recorder and asked to play it through the evening and each night at dusk thereafter.  The owl 

parents were never seen but the baby joined in the food call and we just went on hoping they were there. It was 

especially worrisome because the new ”nest” was about 30 feet from the original site. About a week and a half later, I 

got pictures on my email of the baby peeking over the top of the nest.  It was healthy and alert in appearance so we 

knew it was getting fed even though the parents had still not been observed at all.  Sometimes you just have to cross 

your fingers and go against the instinct to “help too much”.  Raptor parents are very loyal to their children.  

 

Twenty eight birds arrived in May, which was probably the busiest 

month ever for us.  Many were displaced babies where whole nests 

were destroyed by human activity.  One batch of baby screech owls 

were the youngest we have ever received.  They were carried out of 

the woods by some hikers who found them on the ground.  They said 

there was no sign of a nest tree down, so we will never know what 

happened in that case.  The four little owls still had their egg tooth 

when we got them, but there were no problems and they all ate their 

tiny bits of chopped mice eagerly.  The second batch of screech owls 

were the result of someone clearing land and a thankfully curious 

and caring worker.  The young man had been cutting sections of the 

tree with the hole in it when he looked inside the cavity and “saw 

eyes staring back at him”.  The chain saw had cut through the tree 

one small inch below the four little owls.  The nice man brought me the three foot section of tree with the untouched 

babies still in it.  Since the entire lot had been cleared we were unable to  attempt a re-nesting.  

 

Next we received an entire clutch of five kestrels. A building was torn down in the 

Alcoa area and the young birds were found in a hole behind the siding. Another set 

of five kestrels came from TWRA officer Quentin Henry.  This set had been in the 

possession of some well meaning folks for several weeks.  The young kestrels were 

calcium deficient  and one had a broken leg.  They required extra calcium 

supplements for a while but all recovered nicely, including the one with the break. 

The kestrels have all been released since young hawks seem to mature much faster 

than the owls do.  Crickets were scattered in their cages and pellets were checked for 

cricket parts to make sure all were catching them.  The kestrels were flying well 

enough that we had several escape attempts before we released them.  Even with our 

double door system they nearly made it outside.  

 

There were other young raptors which came in ones and twos, and most prevalently included a number of red- 

shouldered hawks.  The hawks were raised to the point where they could fly, which didn’t take too long, and then we 

took them back to the nest site where there were usually a couple of siblings hanging around.  We used zip ties of 



different colors on their legs in order to house them all together but still 

be able to tell them apart to get them back to the correct nest sites. Being 

housed together allowed the young red-shouldered hawks the opportunity 

to get the needed socialization with their own species. Before they were 

getting up to perches, it was not uncommon to see two of them huddled 

close together on the ground….comfort in numbers. 

 

All the activity and abundance raises a number of questions.  Did we get 

more babies because there were more successful nests? Was there a larger 

prey base due to the wetter spring? We noticed that there were large 

clutches of young.  That raises the question with the red-shouldered 

hawks of whether the third kid was toppled out of the nest by its boisterous siblings more often than if there had been 

only two.   Did we get more because there was more human encroachment, or perhaps because the birds nested closer 

to humans due to lack of habitat?  In other years we have received the baby screech owls and kestrels as more singles, 

whereas this year most came as whole families. There is always more chance of getting babies when they nest closer to 

human habitation. And so, one wonders, is it true abundance or other factors or a combination of both?  

      

            Katie 

 

(* Photos in this newsletter courtesy of Tom Haynes, Clay Agin, and Frank Hester - THANK YOU!) 
 

Programs 
   Date      Location      Volunteers            

April 12      Echo Ridge Retirement Center Kathy, Katie 
April 14      Cub Scout tour of Center  Katie, Jarrod Davidson 
April 19      Linden Elementary School  Matthew Gibson, Daniel Sain,   
      MaryLee Gibson, Katie 
April 22      Mrs. Hahn's First Grade  Rachel Ryan, Sasha Russell, Katie 
April 28      Orientation at Clinton Middle  Maddi Breeden, Kathy 
April 29      Orientation at Clinton Middle  Jacob Reed, Kathy 
May 7      Norris Elementary   Kathy 
May 14      Dutch Valley Elementary  Brianna White, Anna Sturgill, Katie 
June 18      Washburn Public Library  Spencer Siefke, Caleb Johnson, Kathy 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Non raptor admissions 
Date  Species                                  Reason for Admission Outcome 
April 30       American Crow                                           injured             Died,  5/3 
May 7          American Crow                             fell from nest, injured     Pending 
May 10        Ruby-throated Hummingbird            found on ground               Died, 5/11 
July 6           Ruby-throated Hummingbird         fledgling on ground              Pending 
 

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````` 
Very SPECIAL Thank You to:   
Mike Acuff……………………...tree climbing 

Tim Snow……………………….delivery of a road killed fawn (vulture food) 

Janet Cushman ..........……...........collecting road killed squirrels from the girl scouts who collect them for us 

Barbara Burton…....….....………pick up and transport of birds from UT to the Raptor Center 

Chuck Guyett……………...……delivery of birds from Lynne McCoy in Dandridge to us 

JoAnn Thompson..........................food items for raptors 

All of our current volunteers for their excellent help with which we could not exist! 

All the people who were willing to drive many miles with birds needing help! 

 



Raptor Update 
Date Species        Reason for Admission  Outcome   

Mar 24  Red-tailed Hawk  Hit by a car; head trauma Released, Mar 30 

Mar 29  Red-tailed Hawk  Wing droop   Euthanized, Apr 6 

Mar 30  Red-tailed Hawk  Puncture wound  Released, May 9 

Apr 7  Great Horned Owl  Nestling; tree cut down Put back in nest, Apr 11 

Apr 10  Broad-winged Hawk  Unknown   Released, Apr 29 

Apr 12  Barred Owl   Leg doesn't work  Released, May 12 

Apr 12  Great Horned Owl  Eye trauma   Euthanized, Apr 13 

May 1  Red-tailed Hawk  Bumblefoot; nerve damage Euthanized, May 15 

May 4  Red-tailed Hawk  Nestling   Died, May 7 

May 4  Eastern Screech Owl  Brancher   Pending 

May 6  Turkey Vulture   Hit by a car; head trauma Transferred to UT, June 8 

May 6  American Kestrel  Fledgling   Released, May 29 

May 6  Red-shouldered Hawk  Nestling on the ground  Released at nest sight, May 16 

May 7  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling on the ground  Pending 

May 7  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling on the ground  Pending 

May 7  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling on the ground  Pending 

May 7  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling on the ground  Pending 

May 9  Red-shouldered Hawk  Fledgling   Released at nest site, May 23 

May 12  Red-shouldered Hawk  Nestling   Released at nest site, May 23 

May 14  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling; tree cut down Pending 

May 14  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling; tree cut down Pending 

May 14  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling; tree cut down Pending 

May 14  Eastern Screech Owl  Nestling; tree cut down Pending 

May 16  Eastern Screech Owl  Found in driveway  Pending 

May 16  Eastern Screech Owl  Found in driveway  Pending 

May 18  Red-shouldered Hawk  Fell from nest   Released at nest site, June 8 

May 22  Red-shouldered Hawk  Fell from nest   Released at nest site, June 8 

May 22  Red-shouldered Hawk  Fell from nest   Released at nest site, June 8 

May 24  American Kestrel  Nest fell   Released, June 11 

May 24  American Kestrel  Nest fell   Released, June 11 

May 24  American Kestrel  Nest fell   Released, June 11 

May 24  American Kestrel  Nest fell   Released, June 11 

May 24  American Kestrel  Nest fell   Released, June 11 

May 31  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Euthanized, June 8 

May 31  Red-shouldered Hawk  Fell from nest; starved  Died, June 1 

June 1  Barred Owl   Fledgling; paralyzed legs Euthanized, June 2 

June 4  Red-shouldered Hawk  Found on ground  Released, June 11 

June 4  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Released, June 22 

June 4  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Released, June 22 

June 4  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Released, June 22 

June 4  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Released, July 3 

June 4  American Kestrel  Fell from nest   Released, July 3 

June 11  Great Horned Owl  Found on ground  Pending  

June 17 American Kestrel  Fledgling   Released, July 3 

June 17 American Kestrel  Fledgling   Released, July 3 

June 21 Red-tailed Hawk  Humerus shattered  Euthanized, June 21 

June 21 Cooper's Hawk   Flew into a window  Released, June 27 

June 22 American Kestrel  Found in a warehouse  Died, June 23 



The Supporters Who Make I t All Possible ï THANK YOU!  
Ronald & Virginia Atwood      Nicholasville, KY 
Bob and Sue Branum     Knoxville, TN  
Tom & Norma Brown     Kingston, TN 
Don Caldwell      Knoxville, TN  
Joan Cassens      Oak Ridge, TN  
Anne Church      Knoxville, TN  
Jay Eledge      Knoxville, TN 
Jill Garner      Carthage, TN  
John & Karen Gitto     Knoxville, TN 
Elizabeth & John Goodlaxen    Oak Ridge, TN 
aǊǎΦ IŀƘƴΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ DǊŀŘŜ 
 Clinton Elementary School   Clinton, TN 
Mr. & Mrs. Melvyn Halbert    Oak Ridge, TN 
Kit & Candy Howes     Allard, TN 
Dawn Marx      Maryville, TN 
Tim Miller      Knoxville, TN 
Joy Mix and Bob Schrank                 Gurnee, IL 
Robert & Wanda Olson     Oak Ridge, TN 
Bob & Willow Reed     Oak Ridge, TN 
Bobbe Smith      Oak Ridge, TN 
Brian & Sheryl Smyth     Clinton, TN 
Tate School      Knoxville, TN 
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning  Oak Ridge, TN 
K. Tyrell       Knoxville, TN 
Deanna Walker      Maryville, TN 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
As Always, a BIG Thank You toé 
         OAK RIDGE VETERINARY HOSPITAL       

THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Meet Tweety, our annual "prank" for the new student volunteers. The lovable, inflatable bird is placed 

in a room and given a chart with instructions (just like all our patients).  It's always great fun to watch 

as one of our middle school student volunteers goes in to clean and comes back out with a somewhat 

puzzled look on their face. Some of them fill out the chart as if they really did clean up the poop, etc.  I 

asked one of the students about the bird and the answer I got was "Well, I really didn't see a bird". So 

when I asked whether or not he had seen "Tweety", his reply was "Oh yeah, but I think the other bird is 

hiding". It took another minute for the joke to register. After each student is "caught", they cannot wait 

for the next student to become a "Tweety victim".   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

In Support of Clinch River Raptor Center 

THE CLINCH RIVER RAPTOR CENTER       

Clinton Middle School    

110 N. Hicks St. 

Clinton, TN 37716 

Date: ___________  

Name: ____________________________  

Address: __________________________            

__________________________________ 

Yearly Membership: (includes quarterly newsletter) 

Individual éééééé. $10       Familyééééééééé. $15 Al Rodd Great Horned Owl Print éééééé.. $25 

Other Donation ééééééééééééééééééé$___   I am interested in becoming a volunteer: Phone: ________  

Katie Cottrell 483 ð 8265 

Kathy Strunk 482 ð 6058 

Kris Brantley 463 ð 7387 

Gary Mascaro 924 ð 5472 

Melora Doan 661 - 6507 

Oak Ridge Vet Hospital 483 ð 6614 

U T Vet School 974 - 5667 

Clinton Middle School 457 - 3451 


